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INTERVIEW WITH ROGER NELSON,
DIRECTOR OF THE GLOBAL CONSCIOUSNESS PROJECT

By David Zurdo and Ángel Gutiérrez

Roger D. Nelson, who is a doctor of Experimental Cognitive Psychology and a professor at Princeton University (New Jersey, United States), is the director of the Global Consciousness Project (GCP), one of the most fascinating, amazing and extraordinary projects in the world. To describe the project in this way is not an exaggeration. Nelson and his collaborators appear to have demonstrated that human beings are joined together by a consciousness that is global in nature, through some kind of invisible and subtle network influenced by global events that affect humanity, even before― and this is the most amazing aspect—those events take place.  
Who is Roger Nelson?
Professor Nelson is from North Platte, Nebraska. He describes himself as a person who has been fascinated with exotic and unusual ideas since he was a child. The book “Extrasensory Perception,” which he read as a youth, led Nelson to carry out by himself the experiments conducted by its authors. That was maybe his first step in the world of psi and consciousness research.  
Throughout his career, Nelson has studied in great depth topics like experimental psychology and the science of knowledge, until he discovered paranormal phenomenons such as telepathy or psycho kinetics. One of his primary areas of interest is the exploration of aspects that lie beneath human consciousness, which he analyzes from the perspective of scientific psychology.  
In 1980 Nelson joined the recently established Princeton University’s project PEAR, which, today, is well known. It was there that his research branched in two directions: remote perception and the interaction of human consciousness with physical systems. In the early 1990’s, Nelson advanced with the idea of the existence of what he called “fields of consciousness”. That original notion would become one of the foundations of his future research.
In 1997 he began to work on the Global Consciousness Project, an international network designed to register specific types of anomalies related to that hypothetical human consciousness.  It has not only been a success, but it has also proven that there is a direct relationship between humanity’s significant events and the alterations that the network perceives. These findings are so amazing that they should lead to a rigorous debate in the fields of philosophy and science in the near future. As Nelson asserts, it is necessary to be skeptical all of the time and to have an open mind all of the time. If Nelson had to choose one mode of thinking or the other, however, he believes it would be more important to have an open mind than a skeptical one. That, he has shown once and again throughout time.  
An accessible researcher of the paranormal

Princeton University is one of the world’s most important centers of research and knowledge. It is located about seventy kilometers southeast of New York City, in New Jersey. Several Nobel Prize recipients teach there, and it is likely that future Nobel Prize winners will be among today Princeton University alumni.  
Professor Nelson agreed to meet on campus with us. When we arrived to the Café Vivian, he was already waiting for us, with a big smile on his face. Seated at one of the tables of this pleasant university setting, he was working on his laptop computer with a tea next to him.
Once we greeted him, each of us ordered tea too and then began to ask him questions.  The following interview is the result of those questions.  
Does there remain much to be discovered about human consciousness?
Yes, indeed I think it’s fair to say that we have only begun to understand human consciousness, and especially the unusual capacities at the boundaries of what we know. There is suggestive evidence of a “consciousness field” that extends outward into the external world from our minds. But instead of answers, this evidence generates new questions: Is that a real entity? If so, what is it made of, how can we detect or measure or influence it? How big is it? What effects might it have? Is there energy involved, or only information?
Do you believe in the existence of a spiritual world that exists beyond the physical world?
I’m not much inclined to declare “beliefs”. Unfortunately, the important words in this question are all ones that have many meanings – Count Alfred Korzybski would say they need subscripts and superscripts to specify which meaning of “spiritual” is intended, for example. That said, I consider that spiritual perspectives, and spirituality, which are important, defining aspects of being human, quite literally create a “spiritual world” that is a complementary aspect of the “physical” world we live in.
What is the future of the GCP?
My own intention is to continue for several years, addressing as many as possible of the new questions generated by our previous work. There are younger people who are excited by the possibilities of further insight to be gained, and when that interest matures I intend to transfer responsibility for the GCP into their hands.
Has the GCP been used in any way to predict catastrophes or other future events?
No.  Although there is data that may suggest this, the GCP is a research project, and the only predictions it is capable of are those that establish new scientific working hypotheses. When we study the information, anomalies that indicate that something will take place often appear, but nothing else. We do not have information about what might happen, in what part of the world or, if something occurred, what it might be.  
Nevertheless, do you think that the GCP could be used in this way someday?
At the present time that seems unlikely. The effects we see are statistical in nature, and they are small effects. Thus, even though we can see some precursor indications in the data, the information is not available ahead of time. Moreover, if we were to see something “extreme” happening in the data in real time, our ability to interpret it is very limited: we would not know what or where the source of the effect might be. Perhaps with a much wider network and within a few years, things would be different.  
Is there a way to utilize the GCP’s findings in a practical manner?
The primary purpose of the GCP is to know ourselves and our capacities as human beings. In this respect, the impact of our findings is enormous. We are interconnected, interdependent and capable of creating our own future. We are not separate entities. The GCP will enable us to understand, in a practical manner, what the human being really is.  
Has the United States government displayed interest, either directly or indirectly, in the GCP?
I must say emphatically, no. 
What is your opinion about what is known as “extrasensory perception?”
It is a good question for science to investigate. I spent twenty two years doing related research at Princeton University, and while we did not solve all problems, we did accumulate good evidence for an interesting and potentially important phenomenon that implies human consciousness is more capable than suspected by mainstream science.
Do you believe that extrasensory perception phenomenons are in any way related to the GCP?
Yes. All these subtle phenomena at the boundaries of our understanding are related.
What is your explanation of the precognitive GCP’s detection of events? 
The truth is that I do not have an explanation, but it does seem that there is evidence linking it closely to quantum physics. Our normal perception of space and time is not valid. There are cases of particles separated by enormous distances that continue to interact amongst themselves. I suspect, personally, that this type of world realities must be tied to the fact that the network detects anomalies before the events take place.  
Are you familiar with the work of Rupert Sheldrake? What is your opinion of him?
Yes. He’s one of our most creative thinkers, extremely well educated and smart. His ideas are among the best efforts to look beyond the materialist, reductionist models favored by lesser scientists. 
What did you think when you first had access to the incredible results of the GCP? What is your opinion today?
I was pleased that our efforts seemed to be bearing fruit. I feel the same way now, but in addition, I have the accumulated evidence of more than two hundred formal tests of the basic hypothesis indicating there is a real phenomenon, and moreover, we now know a lot about its dimensions and character.
What do you relieve is the ultimate cause of the existence of a “global consciousness?”
If there is a global consciousness, I think it would come about just like our individual consciousness does. For us, it arises out of the constructive coherent interaction of millions of neurons. For global consciousness, we are the neurons.
Do you believe in destiny?
Similar to the “spiritual” question (see question number two), this word is broadly interpretable, and laden with potential alternative meanings. However, I think consciousness is literally creative, and that the future is not fixed for all time – which is one meaning of “destiny”. 
And to conclude, only half joking, do you think that God believes in us?
It makes sense. Whatever you think of as “God” would hardly be unaware of us – not exactly a matter of belief. More like, as we say, “plain as the nose on your face.”
Following the pleasant discussion, we thanked Professor Nelson for welcoming us in such a friendly manner, and we said goodbye to him, convinced that we had been in the presence of a brilliant researcher who possesses an inquisitive and adventurous mind; someone who is worth to be listened, because he has so much to teach. When he spoke to us about his research, we saw in his eyes infectious sparks of enthusiasm that, we must say, we both ended up sharing.  
INSET 1 (What is the Global Consciousness Project?)

The effects of serious world events detected by the GCP demonstrate the existence of human consciousness, a type of connection that links each human being with everyone else in some kind of global field or network. The detection of this consciousness implies that the mind is capable of interacting with the physic world beyond the borders of space and time, although it is still unknown how and why this occurs. What is undeniable, however, is that we are talking about a scientific reality. The Global Consciousness Project has at its disposition a world network of detectors, all of which are connected to a main computer at Princeton University. It receives those data through permanent connections to the Internet and makes possible a whole analysis. Due to the anomalies generated by the human consciousness, this network has been capable of correlating them with events as serious or as emotional as the attacks on New York’s Twin Towers or on Madrid and London, Princess Diana’s funeral, and the tidal wave in Southeast Asia. The beginning of the centralized data registry began in 1998, and the network today consists of more than one hundred detectors throughout the world. Recently, Seville, in Spain, became the recipient of a detector. Access to the registered data is public, and it can be found on the project’s web site: http://noosphere.princeton.edu.

INSET 2 (What is the GCP network made of?)

The anomalies detectors that make up the Global Consciousness Project’s network are called EGG. Its name derives from a word invented by the project’s creators: ElectroGaiaGrama, that stands for something like the “electroencephalogram of Gaia”. Each EGG—a small electronic device within a metallic box that measures 4 x 3 cm—generates bits sequences in a random manner and sends them to a main server at Princeton. The analysis of the deviations between the number of 0s and 1s, which should be generated, in theory, in an equal amount, is the foundation of the project’s studies.   
INSET 3 (A small experiment)
Some time ago, on a national radio station, the authors of this interview carried out a small experiment to ascertain the influence of human consciousness on electronic systems. The idea consisted of asking listeners to think simultaneously of a pendulum, which they should attempt to move to one side with their imagination. This pendulum was only a computer-generated recreation, and its movement—obviously virtual—was due to the deviations between 0 and 1 generated randomly by a computer. The statistical deviation that we discovered was noteworthy, as the probability of that result was due simply to fate was 1 in 18.  
The EGG in Seville
In Spain there is a single EGG, which has been in operation since March 8, 2006.  Its director, Fernando Lucas Rodríguez, is a computer engineer from the University of Seville, and he has carried out in-depth studies in the field of quantum cryptography (currently, he is studying for his doctorate at the University of Seville in Switzerland’s European Center for Particle Physics--CERN). He learned about the Global Consciousness Project five years ago. Intrigued by its results, he contacted Roger Nelson in 2005 to find out about establishing an EGG. That is a reality today and a contribution to the growth of the GCP’s world network.  
To what do you attribute the phenomenon?
I cannot tell it for sure. You must keep in mind that correlation of global events with the EGG’s registered data is a working hypothesis. It is not a proven fact. The study of the EGG during long periods of time may provide indications that support the existence of such a relationship.  
What is the physical foundation of consciousness?

The physical foundation of consciousness, according to my understanding, is still a great mystery. I believe that the neuron’s functioning, for the study of consciousness, should be undertaken from the perspective of quantum interactions, and this is another “foundational” field of research in physics/neuroscience.  
What requirements must be met in order to install an EGG?
If an organization or a person wishes to install and to be responsible for an EGG for the GCP’s network, there are several issues that must be addressed, the most important of which are the following: participation must be completely voluntary and unbiased, since the EGG is a research project and not a business project; the organization or person responsible for the EGG must be prepared to maintain it active for a minimum of two years and possess the necessary computer knowledge to setup the firewalls so that remote access to the GCP’s data is possible; and, finally, the EGG must be installed in an environment that makes it possible to have continuous activity, on a computer that is always turned on and with a permanent Internet connection.  
