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Ahmedabad

23rd April 2005

FIRST ACTION

“Opening an Archive of the Earth”

On the 23rd April will be a presentation of the work in progress started by the oraworldmandala association, on the 10th March 2005 in partnership and co-operation with the Gujarat Vidyapith University founded by Mahatma Gandhi, the Sabarmati Ashram, Tribals from Panchmahal District of Gujarat, the 11 groups from the 8 religious communities living in Ahmedabad (Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity, Sikhism, and Jainism) and artistic, scientific and social institutions, individuals and the press.

The object of the action is to arrange an artistic performance, dedicated to a global consciousness of the aspiration for a culture of peace and non-violence, and to open an “Archive of the Earth”. An archive of “soils” collected and offered by people of different ethnic, religious and spiritual traditions of the world, that will be received and preserved in the archive at the Sabarmati Ashram Museum, and will be offered to welcome the Treasure during its journey in the five elements - earth, fire, air, water and space - organized from 2006 (see ORA30.01.05.doc).

The action will be organized in resonance with the brothers and sisters of the Sacred Fire of Mexico, to articulate the vision for peace and non-violence in a cultural axis between the two opposite sides of the globe, where this vision has been powerfully and elaborately experienced throughout history, by the minds of seers, and bequeathed to and enshrined in the consciousness of the common people. 

Sound and light will trace symbolically the three parts of the artistic performance, orchestrated from sunrise to sunset as a symbol of diversity in unity, in celebration of the spirit of co-operation. 

Part. I  (6.20 a.m – 9.00 a.m) 

The action will start with the rising sun in Sabarmati Ashram at “The prayer ground” (where Mahatma Gandhi led prayers everyday) with the sound of the “gong” that invoke the fire that will be lit on the ground as a symbol of the alliance with the Indigenous people of Mexico. 

This will be followed by the dedication  of the day  to a culture of peace and non-violence. 

Then  Bhils, who are among the ancient tribals of Gujarat, will make an offering dedicated to Mother Earth and all life that arises from Her. With the melodies led by the Music Department of the Gujarat Vidyapith, all participants will join “All religion prayers”, Mahatma Gandhi’s Ashram prayer. The entire Jewish community resident in Ahmedabad will perform, for the first time, the Jewish prayer that was sung only on very special occasion.

The  Buddhist will conclude with chanting and rendering Indian devotional songs.

A tea offering shared by the various participants will canalize the feeling of peace and harmony through music and dance. 
Part. II  (9.00 a.m – 18.00 a.m)

All participants  will move to Gujarat Vidyapith University. 

In the Prayer Hall people will form circles around the soils kept in different vessels that, at sunset, will be offered to open the Archive. The collective meditation on the Earth, led by music, will symbolically interpret the reconnection between the Human Continent and the Planet. A procession from the Prayer Hall to the Bible Khand, where an artistic representation of the Earth, will express the spirit of the common sharing. (The “Bible Khand” is the room where  Gandhiji used to give teachings from the Holy Bible). 

Educational Department.

An introductory chant on the Mandala will be performed by the Vedic group, taking participants back to the deep source and meaning of the concept. 

Then each of the religious groups from the eight communities living in Ahmedabad, will present their own vision of peace and non-violence trough chants, devotional songs, music, dance, skits and other forms of expression.

The religious groups will exchange items of food, as a mark of the culture of love, concern for each other and the duty of all human beings to share what they have with all, so that they promote conducive conditions for living and growing in harmony. 

The spirit of co-operation through art and education will be transmitted in following sequences (see action detail.doc). 

All participants then move back to the Sabarmati Ashram in vehicles decorated with portrayals that reflect different religions and tribal groups participating in the action. 

Part. III (6.00 p.m – 20.15 p.m)

Participants will be welcomed back will give with an inclusive artistic performance in classical dance and music as homage to Mother Earth, performed by the Darpana School. 
Youth from the Vidyapith will perform spinning in front of the Mahatma’s “Hriday Kunj” (the rooms in which Gandhiji resided),  in the Ashram, to the accompaniment of the Mahatma’s favorite hymn on “the devotee of God”.

Prayer ground. 

The  soils will be offered at the recepticle in a procession of the various groups, on the soundtrack of the “Voice of Mother Earth”, rended by Ranjana Harish. Dance will guide the movement.  

The offering of water, and flowers representing vegetation, and the liberation of birds will conclude the musical in the link with the Sacred Fire of the Indigenous people of Mexico. 
This action will be the first experiment of the oraworldmandala project in collaboration with the Princeton Engineering Anomalies Research laboratory. 

The action will be filmed to be used to compose the website, and the visual structure that will be used to promote the project. 

(www.oraworldmandala.org)
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